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No justice in the death penality
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Huntsville Times

Alabama's lust for executions is more scary than the Dracula costume your little one wore while trick-or-
treating Wednesday night.

Even though the U.S. Supreme Court has made it crystal clear that states should not kill any more death
row inmates until it examines the procedures used in lethal injection, Attomey General Troy King - who has
been playing one mean vampire when it comes pushing for death sentences - pressed the state Supreme
Court for new execution dates for Thomas Douglas Arthur and James Harvey Callahan.

He got them. Arthur is set to be executed on Dec. 6; Callahan on Jan. 31.

King might well have a shot at being one of the nation's most pro-death penalty attorneys general, if the top
law enforcers in Texas didn't have such a jump on him. Gov. Bob Riley, who in my view has been one of
the more effective governors in Alabama's history, is no better than King on the death penalty question. It's
one of the few blemishes on his record.

Nevermind that the U.S. Supreme Court is likely to order a delay in these executions - a very conservative
court, mind you. That should give us a reason to pause. Right-wing courts, like right-wing attorneys general
and governors, hunger for executions like children for piles of candy on Halloween. Usually, nothing stops
them from doing everything possible to kill those convicted of capital crimes. So the fact that this court is
strongly urging states to wait until it issues a ruling speaks volumes.

Maybe King is deaf. Or maybe he hears only what he wants to hear.

For while he proudly pushes to the front every time' Alabama marches another inmate to death row, serious
questions have been raised about the death penalty in our state.

The American Bar Association completed a study last year that concluded Alabama fails to "ensure a fair
and accurate system" for those who are sentenced to die. Among other things:

The state has failed to "provide statewide oversight of its indigent defense system." This means that poor
defendants or death row inmates in Alabama are more likely to get poor representation. Being poor and
accused of a capital crime in this state becomes a virtual death sentence.

Alabama doesn't ensure that people convicted of capital crimes have access to DNA testing. Additionally,
the state doesn't even require that biological evidence be preserved until after their executions, depriving
them of opportunities to challenge their convictions and perhaps prove innocence.

Mentally retarded defendants are vulnerable to execution, thanks to the Legislature's refusal to pass a law
that would ban this deplorable practice.

Judges can override juries who sentence defendants to life without parole, choosing instead to give the
death sentence.

The ABA report makes several recommendations that would not interfere with Alabama's legal, albeit
disturbing, desire to carry out executions: eliminate the ability of judges to sentence defendants to death
when juries have recommended life without parole; require that juries can recommend death sentences
only when they are unanimous; conduct a study of how the death penalty has been used in the state; and
create a commission that would oversee all court-appointed lawyers in the state.

Examine the issue

These are reasonable recommendations. None of them would keep Kina. Rilev or the Leaislature from






