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he just won't
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As Alabama politicians go, Gov. Bob Riley has shown a lot of nerve. Which makes his recent stance on DNA
testing seem all the more gutless.

Riley has trotted out several excuses for refusing to order DNA tests for Tommy Arthur, an inmate on Death Row.
But in the end, Riley went with a tried-but-not-very-true alibi.

"l simply do not have the authority to order postconviction DNA testing," Riley told the Montgomery Advertiser.
Really?

Someone needs to tell Troy King, a man Riley once picked as his legal adviser and later picked as the state's
attorney general, a job King still holds today.

Silly King believes Riley most certainly has the power to order DNA testing in death-penalty cases. At least he has
said so in federal court filings. See the pertinent pages from the filing here

In 2006, King argued it wasn't necessary for courts to order DNA tests for a different inmate because Riley could
do so as part of his "extensive" power to commute death sentences.

"There can be little doubt," King's office wrote, "that the Governor can, in his discretion, order that DNA testing be
performed in connection with a commutation determination.”

And this: "If the Governor wants DNA testing, the Governor gets DNA testing.”

Peter Neufeld, one of the founders of the famed Innocence Project, calls Riley's claim to the contrary "a mean-
spirited lie" that should cause Alabamians to have "second thoughts about the integrity of the man."

"He's elevating political expediency over matters of life and death," Neufeld said.

Neufeld's organization has advocated and offered to pay for Arthur's DNA tests, has persuaded other governors
to order DNA testing and has used the technology to exonerate more than 200 convicts.

Neufeld says Riley's office knows he could order the tests. He points to the fact Riley's policy director, Bryan
Taylor, once asked the Innocence Project for help in setting criteria for when to order DNA tests. Why get criteria
if he can't order the tests?

Riley's current legal adviser, Ken Wallis, says he can't account for Taylor's discussions with Neufeld or for the
attorney general's claims to federal courts.

Al he will say is that Riley has no authority to order the tests, and that Riley doesn't see any reason to meddie
with a decision made by a judge and jury. In that case, why give Riley power to grant reprieves at all?

Granted, few people besides Arthur flat-out argue that someone else killed Troy Wicker in 1982. But there are
enough oddities in the case that even Wicker's relatives have asked for DNA testing of evidence.

Arthur was implicated by his girlfriend, Wicker's wife, who at first claimed her husband was killed by an intruder
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