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Governor Riley Must Insist on Review of all DNA Evidence
Before Alabama Executes Thomas Arthur, Says Amnesty
International

WASHINGTON - September 11 - Alabama Governor Bob Riley should halt the planned
September 27 execution of Thomas Arthur, a potentially innocent man who has not had a judicial
hearing on evidence that could raise serious doubts about his guilt, Amnesty International said
today. The organization is mobilizing its membership across the country and around the world to
petition Governor Riley to ensure modern DNA testing is performed on evidence from the crime
scene that has not yet been tested — before Thomas Arthur loses his life.

Thomas Arthur was sentenced to death for the murder of Troy Wicker in 1982. Arthur has been
on death row for much of the past quarter of a century. To this day, no physical evidence links hirr
to the crime. Hair samples and fingerprints from the crime scene were tested and did not match
Arthur's. Alabama has so far resisted Arthur's request for DNA testing on other materials
connected to the murder.
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"Given the many unanswered questions in this case, it would be absurd for Alabama not to test
all the DNA," said Larry Cox, executive director of Amnesty International USA (AIUSA).
"When Alabama refuses to examine available evidence, it might as well say 'we don't care if we
actually get it right."

Troy Wicker, 35, was found dead on February 1, 1982 in his home in Muscle Shoals, having
been killed by a single shot through his eye. His wife Judy Wicker told police that she had come
home to find an African American man in the house (not Thomas Arthur, who is white), that he
had raped her, knocked her unconscious, and shot her husband. Judy Wicker was charged with
the murder of her husband, allegedly to collect insurance, and was convicted and sentenced to
life imprisonment. Thomas Arthur was charged with shooting Troy Wicker and was also tried in






