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STATE OF ALABAMA )

)
COUNTY OF MORGAN )

AFFIDAVIT OF RAY MELSON

Before me, the undersigned authority, this day personally
appeared Ray Melson, who is known to me and who after being
by me first duly sworn does depose and says as follows:

“My name is Ray Melson. I have previously provided an
affidavit in a federal habeas proceeding relating to Thomas D.
Arthur.”

“About a month ago or so, I was contacted by Stephen J.
Gustat. Mr. Gustat told me that he was an investigator for
Tommy Arthur. 1 met with Mr. Gustat a couple of times.
During one of the times that I met with Mr. Gustat, I signed the
affidavit that I referred to above. The affidavit was prepared for
me and provided to me by Mr. Gustat. On the day that I signed
the affidavit, I was on some strong medication, pain and
otherwise. The medication was for a nerve block. Because of
the medication, I really do not remember much of what
happened that day. 1 do remember telling Mr. Gustat about the
medication. I reviewed today the affidavit that T provided
previously. But, until today, I did not really remember what
was in the affidavit, or if I even read it the day that I signed it.”

“On September 20, 2002, an individual from the Alabama
Attorney General’s Office and the Colbert County District
Attorney’s Office came to my house. As it turns out, the
gentleman from the Attorney General’s Office was David

C{&[’.k. The g«..‘ﬂ(fctnan frorr the I2istrici Afforney "= CHTice was

Rocky Holden. Tspoke to them voluntarily. ‘I unc}erswod th;ll 11
did not have to speak to them. At no point did T ever eed
pressured or intimidated during my meeting with Mr. Clark an
Mr. Holden.” o i

“ ading the atfidavi |
dccic?ef:fi;eprovigde this affidavit ?n an et’fo_rt to clarify ‘soinc
things. I am providing this affidavit voluntarily. I must a].b-O say
that I am not on any medication today that would impair my

I provided previously. I have
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ability to understand what I am attesting to in this affidavit.
Essentially, what I said in the previous affidavit about Tommy
coming over on the day that we delivered the mobile home to
Birmingham was true and correct. I must say, though, that
Tommy came over that day some time between 7:30 or 10:00
that morning. I cannot say exactly what day it was that Tommy
came over (the day we were going to deliver the mobile home
to Birmingham). All I can say is that it was cold that day. 1
can’t even say what month it was exactly. But, the information
in paragraphs three and four of my previous affidavit is not
correct. I do not believe that I said those things to Mr. Gustat.
As 1 stated previously, on the day I signed that affidavit, I was
on some strong medication and do not remember much of what
happened that day.”

“I remember hecaring about Troy Wicker's murder. My
memory is that the murder occurred in the beginning part of
1982. I do not remember when it was that I heard about Troy
Wicker’s murder. 1 know that in my previous affidavit that I
said that I saw Tommy on the morning that Troy Wicker was
murdered, but I cannot say that with any certainty now. [ do not
believe that that is what I told Mr. Gustat. I was on the
medication the day I signed that affidavit, and so I really did not
understand what was going on. Certainly, if I can say with any
confidence that I was with Tommy on the morning that Troy
Wicker was murdered, I would be the first to go to court and tell
that to the judge. But, I cannot say that the morning I saw
Tommy - the day we delivered the mobile home to Birmingham
- was the same day that Troy Wicker was murdered. I just don’t
know if I saw Tommy the morning Troy Wicker was murdered.
I really do not believe that I can say anything that would either
hurt or help Tommy.”

Further affiant sayeth not.

s/ Ray Melson
Ray Melson







