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State faces execution challenge

By Phillip Rawls

Associated Press Writer

_ Alabama has joined a growing list of
death penalty states facing court challeng-
es to lethal injection policies, and a trial
tentatively scheduled for November will
determine if Alabama’s temporary halt of
one execution will turn into longer delays
like those in Tennessee and Florida.

Two convicted killers contend in law-
suits that Alabama’s lethal injection pro-
cedures can subject inmates to uncon-
stitutionally cruel pain because they are
not completely unconscious when their
lungs and hearts are stopped.

For death penalty opponents, the
upcoming trial and Gov. Bob Riley's
decision to postpone an execution

ion challenge
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scheduled for Thursday night give new
hope that there will be more public scru- |

tiny of the way the state administers its
harshest punishment.

“Even people who support the death
penalty can be opposed to executions

_thatare gratuitously inhumane and tor-

tuous,” said anti-death penalty attorney
‘Bryan Stevenson.

Thetrialover Alabama’slethal injection

procedures had been scheduled to start
Oct. 3, but a federal judge postponed it—

tentatively to the week of Nov, 26 — after |

the governor decided to make changesin
Alabama’s execution procedures.
At the trial, the state attorney gener-

ately, and Alabama's executions have
been free of problems.

“The Department of Corrections has
done a good job of carrying out the law,”
said Clay Crenshaw, director of the attor-
ney general’s capital litigation unit,

Lawsuits challenging lethal injection
proceduresare spreading throughout the
37 states that use the procedure, accord-
ingto the Death Penalty Information Cen-
ter, which opposes capital punishment.

“None of these suits are saying lethal
injection itself is irredeemable. It’s the
way it's being carried out,” executive
director Richard Dieter said.

So far, the rulings have been mixed.

al's staff will argue that medical profes- | But lawsuits or execution problems
sionals carry out executions appropri- | have caused moratoriums or delays

i

to Alabama’s lethal injection pro-

tion dates for the two inmates.
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in 11 states, including Florida, North |
Carolina and Tennessee, -
InKentucky, the state Supreme Court
upheld the state’s procedures, but the .
U.S. Supreme Courtagreed Tuesdayto |
hear an appeal. The arguments, possi-
bly in late 2007 or early 2008, will mark
the first time the nation’s highest court |
has considered whether the mix of |
drugs used in Kentucky and elsewhere |
violates the Eighth Amendment’s ban
on cruel and unusual punishment, |
“Tt will have implications for this liti- ﬁ
gation all over the country,” said Steven-
son, director of the Equal Justice Initia-
tive of Alabama, which is representing |
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